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outlined here, but it is extremely interesting and convincing. The con- 
clusion is that there is no rational explanation of these incurable tenden- 
cies of the human mind but in the hypothesis of a mind behind human 
minds. And thus we feel that after all Laplace did not put himself nor 
humanity beyond the need for "the hypothesis of God," even for 
physical science. 

Balfour's book is in clear, popular style, but the argument is deep 
and often subtle, not difficult to misunderstand. It is a book which 
every theistic philosopher should welcome, and with which every 
adherent of naturalism or agnosticism must reckon. 

E. Albert Cook 
Arlington, Mass. 

THE FAITHS OF INDIA 

The dominant impression one bears away from a careful reading of 
this volume 1 is that of a scholarly work full of balance, insight, and 
sympathy. Those who have read the half-pictures — most valuable 
though they be — of the Abbe Dubois' Hindu Manners, Customs, and 
Ceremonies on the one hand, and those of Sister Nivedita, Fielding Hall, 
and Mrs. Besant on the other, will find in this book a conscious endeavor 
to avoid these extremes by not merely giving facts, but by giving facts 
in such balance that the resulting picture will be true. Throughout, 
one finds a careful weighing of attainments and deficiencies, of merits 
no less than of defects. The author's insight is all the more valuable 
in that he makes the approach to India "neither as a Sanskritist nor as a 
missionary nor as convert to some Oriental cult," but as one who as 
professor of philosophy in Williams College and author of the Psychology 
of Religious Belief and What Is Pragmatism? has long labored at the 
problems of the psychology and philosophy of religion. It is this back- 
ground which has made such a book as this possible after a mere nine 
months' stay in India. 

The author's object has been to present Indian religious life as it is 
today. Seven chapters are given to the various aspects of Hinduism, 
three to modern reform movements, while very discriminating chapters 
deal with the Theosophists, Kabir Panthis, Sikhs, Jainas, Moham- 
medans, and Parsees. The four chapters on Buddhism are noteworthy, 
especially the one on the "Value of Buddhism and Its Springs of Power," 
where the strength and attractiveness of this great religion are so set 

1 India and Its Faiths: A Traveller's Record. By James Bissett Pratt, Ph.D. 
New York: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1915. 476 pages. $4.00 net. 



THE FAITHS OF INDIA 451 

forth that the reader who is a mere partisan will come with relief upon 
the closing words, in which the author expresses his belief in "a still 
greater Teacher, whose message was more simple than the Buddha's, 
whose insight into the secrets of the spirit was certainly no less deep, 
whose example was no less inspiring, and who also taught the Great 
Peace and pointed out to it, as I believe, a more excellent way." 

A glance at the index will enable one to see how interested the author 
has been in worship. In connection with each of India's faiths the wor- 
shiper is made to move before us. In almost every case description is 
followed by an interpretation of the religious experience from a truly 
Indian point of view. Reports of conversations and extracts from letters 
from representative adherents of the faiths give warmth to the statements 
of values as they see them. To this the author adds his own estimate 
of the profit and the loss from such a faith. 

No other book is known to the reviewer that sets forth with greater 
fulness the methods used by the different communities of India for 
religious education. In almost every chapter one will find the attempt 
to portray the way in which the religious tradition under discussion is 
passed on to the next generation. This is especially true of the chapters 
on "Teachers, Priests, and Holy Men," and on Buddhist "Education 
and Reform." 

Three chapters might well be read by every student volunteer and 
by those interested in the work of missions in any land. The one on 
"Avoiding Misunderstandings" describes four points of view to be 
avoided and points the way between enthusiastic sympathy on the one 
hand and complacent superiority on the other. In the chapter on 
" Christian Missions in India," after seventeen pages of thoughtful dis- 
cussion of the argument against the mission enterprise, viz., that the 
conversion of India to Christianity is impossible, the author says that 
on the whole "the prospect is much less brilliant than one would gather 
from certain missionary books, and that, humanly speaking, it is impos- 
sible to predict that India will ever be entirely Christian; and that, on 
the other hand, the results thus far attained have amply justified the 
money and men, the thought and human life, which have been expended 
in the missionary enterprise, and that one cannot reasonably set any 
limits to the possibilities of the future." Against the arguments of those 
who hold that such conversion is useless, he shows in detail that the 
differences between Christianity and the faiths of India are neither 
negligible nor unimportant, and that Christianity on the whole is suffi- 
ciently superior to the other religions to justify the missionary effort 
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for the conversion of the non-Christian world. This conclusion is not 
new, but most friends of missions may learn much from the method and 
the spirit by which it is obtained. The chapter on "What the West 
Might Learn" is an illustration of how the eyes of travelers or mission- 
aries should be open to learn from the Orient as well as to give. 

Another characteristic of this volume, which makes it especially 
valuable for use in missionary preparation, is the way in which time after 
time the portrayal of some defect in non-Christian faith or practice is 
followed by something which makes the reader humbly conscious of some 
kindred defect in Christendom. We are told that the many devas are as 
consistent with fundamental monotheism as are angels with Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam. The creation of the Vedanta from the essen- 
tially religious material of the Upanishads has its counterpart in the 
development of Christian theology from the Prophets and Apostles. 
We are introduced to intelligent and spiritual Hindus who deplore the 
externalism of their ignorant fellows just as Protestants would repudiate 
the veneration of ikons as a part of true Christianity. Just when we 
are filled with surprised pity for the repetition of the Gayatri and the 
syllable Aum, we are reminded that many a pious soul receives from 
this the same religious value that the good Catholic gets from the 
rosary. 

While some may feel that a little too much has been conceded to 
the value of India's faiths, or may feel that the author has somewhat 
underestimated the value to India of formulations of Christian belief 
or organization, we do not hesitate to recommend this volume to all 
interested in comparative religion or in the beliefs, worship, religious 
education, or evangelization of the people of India. 

Daniel Johnson Fleming 
Union Theological Seminary 



ROBINSON'S HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONS 1 

The task of foreign missions, "whether viewed from a spiritual, a 
moral, or an educational standpoint, is the greatest which men have ever 
essayed to undertake" (p. 496). Of this great enterprise we have in 
this latest volume of the "International Theological Library" the best 
single-volume history yet written. Canon Robinson is editorial 
secretary of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 

1 History of Christian Missions. By Charles Henry Robinson. New York: 
Scribner, 1915. ix+533 pages. $2.50. 



